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TILAK MAHARASHTRA VIDYAPEETH, PUNE 
B.A. – (VISHARAD) SOCIAL SCIENCES 

EXAMINATION : MAY – 2015 
THIRD YEAR 

Sub: English Paper III (Eng G - 3) 

Date: 12/05/2015 Total marks:  80        Time: 10.00 am to 1.00 pm 

Instructions:    1) Figures to the right indicate full marks.  

 2) All questions are compulsory. 

 3) All questions carry equal marks. 

TEXT BOOK : WINGS OF FIRE 

Q1.  A) Explain the following sentences giving reference to their context in about  (05) 

   10-12 lines. (Any One) 

1) 'Look, my job is to make decisions; but it is equally important to see to it that these 

decisions are accepted by my team members.' 

2) 'I have always been a religious person in the sense that I maintain a working partnership 

with God'. 

3) "It was he who made me aware of a 'brave new world'". 

  B) Answer in Brief. (Any One) (05) 
1) Discuss the views of Kalam on God and Religion. 

2) Explain the title of 'Wings of Fire'. 

3) Discuss 'Wings of Fire' as an autobiography. 

  C) Write short notes. (Any One).   (06) 

1) Character sketch of Pakshi Lakshman Sastry. 

2) Use of allusions in 'Wings of Fire'. 

3) Character sketch of Prof. Vikram Sarabhai. 

 

   

TEXTBOOK :   FANTASY AND COLLECTION OF STORIES 

Q2.  A) Explain the following sentences giving reference to their context in about 10-12 line.  (05) 

   (Any One) 
1) 'You have lived in Lagos all your life, and you know very little about people in remote 

parts of the country.' 

2) 'You may wonder why we keep that window wide open on a cold October afternoon'. 

3) 'People don't die with a fever of one hundred and two. That's a silly way to talk.' 

  B) Answer in brief. (Any One)  (05) 
1) What picture of Arun do we get from the story 'The Thief'? 

2) Character sketch of Schatz. 

3) Description of Datta's Modern Frame Works'. 

  C) Write a short note.  (Any One)  (06) 

1) Title of the story 'A Service of Love'. 

2) Sher Singh's encounter with the herd of elephants. 

3) Role of window in the story 'The Open Window'. 

                

OR 

 

  TEXTBOOK : THE MAGIC DRUM AND OTHER FAVOURITE STORIES 

 

Q2.  A.  Explain the following sentences giving reference to their context in about 10-12 line.  (05) 

   (Any One) 
1) Save us!they wailed. Those were all lies. We are just a bunch of lazy men. (The story 

Supermen) 

A 
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2) As soon as the villagers had gone, Himakar said to Seetapati, ‘ Stop pretending now.’ Get 

up and give me my money…..’. (A fair deal) 

3) Child why have you come with an empty pot? Could you not grow anything? (The seed 

of truth) 

 

 B.  Answer in brief. (Any One)  (05) 
1) What were Srimukha’s solutions to the king’s questions? Give a character sketch of 

Srimukha. (A question of Maths) 

2) Give a character sketch of Niranjan from the story ‘The horse in the burrow’. 

3) What strange incidences did Nakul face in the foreign land and how did he overcome the 

problems? 

 

 C . Write a short note.  (Any One)  (06) 
1) Sudha Murty as an excellent story teller 

2) Morality in Sudha Murty’s stories 

3) Human nature in Sudha Murty’s stories 
 

 

Q3.  A) Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.  (10)  

 It has been part of Nelson's prayer that the British fleet might be distinguished by 

humanity in the victory which he expected. Setting an example himself, he twice gave 

orders to cease firing upon the Redoubtable, supposing that she had struck because her great 

guns were silent; for as she carried no flag, there was no means of instantly ascertaining the 

fact. From this ship, which he had thus twice spared, he received his death. A ball fired 

from her mizzen-top which, in the then situation of the two vessels was not more than 

fifteen yards from that part of the deck where he was standing, struck the epaulette on his 

left shoulder about a quarter after one, just in the heat of action. He fell upon his face on the 

spot which was covered with his poor secretary's blood. Hardy who was a few steps from 

him turning round, saw three men raising him up. 'They have done for me at last Hardy!' 

said he. 'I hope not!' cried Hardy. 'Yes,' he replied; 'my back-bone is shot through!' Yet even 

now not for a moment losing his presence of mind, he observed as they were carrying him 

down the ladder, that the tiller-ropes which had been shot away, were not yet replaced and 

ordered that new ones should be roped immediately. Then that he might not be seen by the 

crew, he took out his handkerchief and covered his face and his stars. Had he but concealed 

these badges of honour from the enemy. England perhaps would not have had cause to 

receive with sorrow the news of the battle of Trafalgar. The cockpit was crowded with 

wounded and dying men; over whose bodies he was with some difficulty conveyed, and 

laid upon a pallet in the midshipmen's berth. It was soon perceived, upon examination, that 

the wound was mortal. This, however, was concealed from all, except Captain Hardy, the 

chaplain, and the medical attendants. He himself being certain, from the sensation in his 

back, and the gush of blood he felt momently within his breast, that no human care could 

avails him, insisted that the surgeon should leave him and attend to those to whom he might 

be useful. 

Questions  

1) What is meant by 'supposing that she had struck'? (02) 

2) How can Nelson be said to have been partly responsible for his own death?         (02) 

3) What do you understand by the 'mizzen-top'? (02) 

4) Why did Nelson insist that the surgeon should leave him and attend to others?        (02) 

5) What qualities in Nelson's character are revealed by this passage?                 (02) 

 

  B) Clause Analysis. (Principal and subordinate clause separately.)  (Any One)  (05) 

1) He was not at home, when she came to meet me. 

2) This is a magnificent work that you have done. 

3) What he informed me was incorrect. 

  C) Do as directed. (Any One)  (01) 
1) He is intelligent but forgetful. (Use 'although') 
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2) He is a good player. He is a good painter. (Use 'not only --- but also') 

Q4.  A) Change the voice.  (Any Four)  (04) 

1) The cat killed the mouse. 

2) The man cut down the tree. 

3) Columbus discovered America. 

4) My father will write a letter. 

5) Rama was making a kite. 

  B) Turn the following sentences into indirect speech.  (Any Four)  (04) 

1) 'What do you want?' he said to her. 

2) He wrote and said, 'I am unable to come just now because I am ill, but I will certainly 

start as soon as I am well enough to do so'. 

3) The dwarf said to her, 'Promise me that when you are Queen you will give me your first 

born child'. 

4) I said to him, 'I don't believe you'. 

5) Rama said, 'I am very busy now'. 

  C) Do as directed. (Any Five)   (05) 
1) The sun shines brightly. (Covert into Simple Future Tense) 

2) The policeman blew his whistle. (Covert into Present Continuous Tense) 

3) The cat sleeps on the rug. (Covert into Simple Past Tense) 

4) The birds sing in the green trees. (Covert into Past Continuous Tense) 

5) The dog ran after me. (Covert into Simple Present Tense) 

6) She does her work sincerely. (Identify Adverb) 

    D) Translate in to Marathi or Hindi.   (03) 
   Books are the most faithful of friends. Our friends may change or die, but our books are  

   always with us. They are never unwilling to talk to us. No wonder a reader becomes a  

   'book-lover'. 

 

Q5.  A) Letter writing. (Any One)    (04) 
1) Write an 'Application' for the post of Lecturer in English in Sangam College, Pune. (Do 

not write your Resume) 

2) Write a letter to the municipal authority of your area, complaining about the conditions 

of roads in your area. 

     B) Conversation. (Any one)  (04)    
          (More than 15 lines)  

a) Write a conversation between interviewer and interviewee. 

b) Write a conversation between college teacher and a student, who wishes to submit his 

project. 

  

 C) Write a summary of the following passage into 1/3 of its original length.   (04)   

 All great thinkers live and move on a high plane of thought. It is only there they can 

breath freely. It is only in contact with spirits like themselves they can live harmoniously 

and attain that serenity which comes from ideal companionship. The studies of all great 

thinkers must range along the highest altitudes of human thought. I cannot remember the 

name of any illuminative genius who did not drink his inspiration from fountains of ancient 

Greek and Hebrew writers; or such among the moderns as were pupils in ancient thought, 

and, in turn, became masters in their own. I have always thought that the strongest argument 

in favour of the Baconian theory was, that no man, however indubitable his genius, could 

have written the plays and sonnets that have come down to us under Shakespeare's name 

who had not the liberal education of Bacon. How this habit of intercourse with the gods 

makes one impatient of mere men. The magnificent ideals that have ever haunted the 

human mind, and given us our highest proofs of a future immortality by reason of the 

impossibility of their fulfilment here, are splintered into atoms by contact with life's 

realities. Hence comes our sublime discontent. You will notice that your first sensation after 

reading a great book is one of melancholy and dissatisfaction. The ideas, sentiments, 

expressions, are so far beyond those of ordinary working life that you cannot turn aside 
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from one to the other without an acute sensation and consciousness of the contrast. And the 

principles are so lofty, so super-human that it is a positive pain, if once you become imbued 

with them, to come down and mix in the squalid surroundings of ordinary humanity. It may 

be spiritual or intellectual pride that is engendered on the high plane of intellectual life. But 

whatever it is, it becomes inevitable. An habitual meditation on the vast problems that 

underline human life, and are knit into human destinies - thoughts of immortality, of the 

littleness of mere man, of the greatness of man's soul, of the splendours of the universe that 

are invisible to the ordinary traffickers in the street, as the vastness of St. Peter's is to the 

spider that weaves her web in a corner of the dome - these things do not fit men to 

understand the average human being, or tolerate with patience the sordid wretchedness of 

the unregenerate masses. It is easy to understand, therefore, why such thinkers fly to the 

solitude of their own thoughts, or the silent companionship of the immortals; and if they 

care to present their views in prose or verse to the world, that these views take a sombre and 

melancholy setting from 'the pale cast of thought' in which they were engendered. 

 

  D) Write a paragraph on following topics. (Any One)  (04) 
1) The pleasure of reading. 

2) Life in a large city. 

3) Computers. 

 

 


